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Key Aspects of Free Early Learning Entitlement

In England, all 3- and 4-year-olds are entitled to 15 hours of free early education per week (38 weeks per year), with 30 hours available to eligible working parents. Expanded funding for working parents now includes children from 9 months to 4 years old.
The 15-Hour Universal Offer
· Eligibility: Available to all 3- and 4-year-olds living in England, regardless of parent immigration status or income.
· Duration: Offers 570 hours per year. This is usually taken as 15 hours a week across 38 weeks (term-time).
· Start Date: Funding begins from the term after the child turns 3 (terms start 1 September, 1 January, and 1 April). 

The 30-Hour Working Parents Offer (9 months+)
· Eligibility: Available to working parents of children aged 9 months+ who meet specific earnings criteria.
· Income Threshold: Each parent must expect to earn at least the equivalent of 16 hours a week at the National Minimum or Living Wage, and less than £100,000 adjusted net income per year.
· Duration: Doubles the universal offer to 1,140 hours per year (30 hours a week for 38 weeks). 
 

Flexible Delivery ("Stretching")
While the statutory baseline is 38 weeks a year, most childcare providers allow parents to stretch these hours. For example, a 15-hour term-time entitlement can be stretched to roughly 11 hours a week across 52 weeks of the year to provide year-round cover.
At Appletree, our stretched offer is up to 12 hours per week over 47 weeks per year for the Universal offer and up to 24 hours per week over 47 weeks per year for the Working parents offer.




How FEL works at Appletree Childcare
· All FEL sessions must be taken between 9am and 3pm
· Additional hours can be purchased if parents require childcare between 7.30am and 9am, and between 3pm and 6pm. Please see Appletree Childcare’s Payment policy
· Please advise Appletree in writing as soon as possible if extra sessions are required as we operate a waiting list
· Children attending nursery over the lunch period need to bring their own packed lunch, please see our Food & drinks policy
· Appletree Childcare settings will be closed for 2 weeks over the Christmas period and on all statutory holidays
· Due to the Extended Fel sessions (30 hours) becoming available the term after your child turns 9 months, and after approval is received from HMRC, a deposit will be required to secure your child’s place at Appletree Nursery. This will be refunded at the end of your child’s first term, or will be deducted from any additional fees

Chargeable extras

	Description
	Unit
	Unit price
	Total

	Free entitlement hours
· 15 hours
· 30 hours
· Stretched
	Weekly
	Free
	Free

	Additional hours purchased
	Monthly
	Standard full day/half day session cost
	Determined by the number of sessions added

	Snacks
Morning snack
Light tea
	Daily
	Free
	Free

	Consumables
Wipes / sun cream / creative resources / hygiene & comfort / celebrations
	
	Free
	Free
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